Using and Interpreting Data

Class Description

This class reviews basic epidemiological terms and concepts through an interactive set of exercises.  Instruction includes how to understand and use data from some common data sources like Census, births and deaths, and surveys.

Objectives for Using and Interpreting Data Class

Participants will:

1)  Learn basic definitions and concepts fundamental to understanding public    health and epidemiological data


Glossary of terms


Dispelling myths 


Calculate basic public health/ epidemiological rates

2)  Learn how to interpret data 

Undertand basic meaning of different public health data


Explain these data to others in ways relevant to their context

3  Become familiar with major limitations of frequently used data sources


Vital Statistics


Youth Risk and Riseliency Survey (YRRS)


Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)


Hospitalization data


4)  Learn how to use different types of data to talk about different populations


Main ways to look at most data

Understand the data to help frame data interpretation

5)  Learn how to get assistance with accessing, using and interpreting data

