
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

ORAL HEALTH FACTS

B E G I N  H E AL T H Y  H A B IT S  E A R L Y
I N  Y O U R  C H I L D ' S  L I F E

T O O T H  D E C AY  I S  A L M O S T
E N T I R E L Y  P R E V E N T A B L E

D I D  Y O U  K N O W  O N L Y  6 9 %  O F
T O D D L E R S  IN  N E W  M E X IC O
W E N T  T O  A  D E N T IS T  F R O M
2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6 ?

P R E V E N T  C A V I T I E S  B E F O R E  T H EY
S T A R T .  T H E  A G E  1  D E N T A L  VIS I T  IS
Q U I C K  A N D  E A S Y  A N D  C A N  G R E A T L Y
R E D U C E  T H E  R I S K  O F  D E V E L O P I NG
C A V I T I E S  A N D  O T H E R  D E N T A L
P R O B L E M S

2  I S  T O O  L A T E !  T A K E  Y O U R
C H I L D  T O  SE E  A  D E N T I S T  B Y
T H E I R  1 S T  B I R T H D A Y

L I M I T  S U G A R Y  F O O D S  &
D R I N K S



How to take care of my teethHow to take care of my teethHow to take care of my teeth

Make healthy choices

Brush my teeth twice a day

Floss my teeth daily

Eat fruits and vegetables 
instead of sugary foods

Drink water instead of juice 
or sodas

Visit my dentist regularly



GUIDE TO CARING FOR YOUR CHILD'S TEETH

Birth to first toothBirth to first tooth
Clean baby's gums with a clean soft washcloth after feedings to
remove unwanted bacteria and debris

First tooth to 3 years oldFirst tooth to 3 years old
Use a smear of toothpaste to brush child's teeth twice
a day -- parent/caregiver should be doing the 
 brushing 

Begin healthy habits: brush daily, limit sugar in food and
beverages, and drink water

3 years old to adulthood3 years old to adulthood  
Brush teeth twice a day -- parent/caregiver to continue
doing the brushing at least until child can tie their shoes

Begin flossing daily when teeth begin to touch

Visit dentist every 6 months for preventive
care

Start preventive dental visits by child's first birthday


