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; 

PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 
OF THE CABINET SECRETARY OF 

THE NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  
SEPTEMBER 30, 2022 

 
Increase Screening for Syphilis in All Pregnant People to Prevent Congenital Syphilis 

 
WHEREAS, syphilis passed from mother to child, known as congenital syphilis, presents 

major public health threat because it can lead to serious birth defects, miscarriage, and infant death. 
Congenital syphilis along with these complications are entirely preventable with timely testing and 
treatment; 

 
WHEREAS, the number of reported cases of primary and secondary syphilis among people 

and reported cases of congenital syphilis has increased steadily in the United States since 2000. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC") reports more than 2,148 cases of congenital 
syphilis in 2020 in the United States, resulting in severe health complications and deaths among 
newbornsi; 

WHEREAS, syphilis is a notifiable disease in New Mexico that is required to be reported to 
the New Mexico Department of Health ("NMDOH") Sexually Transmitted Disease ("STD") Program 
within 24 hours pursuant to the Section 7.4.3.13 of the New Mexico Administrative Code; 

 
WHEREAS, with stark increases in rates of primary and secondary syphilis in New Mexico 

of 58% from 2017 to 2018 and 69% from 2018 to 2019, CDC ranked the state second in the nation in 
2019, and fifth in the nation in 2020; 

 
WHEREAS, in 2019, New Mexico had the third highest rate of infants born with congenital 

syphilis in the United States, with 26 cases of congenital syphilis reported to NMDOH. In 2020 there 
were 43 reported cases of congenital syphilis. This is a significantly concerning increase as the 
average cases reported in New Mexico per year during 2012 to 2017 was only two; 

 
WHEREAS, pregnant people are required to be tested for syphilis at their first prenatal 

examination pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 24-1-10; 
 

WHEREAS, the CDC recommends syphilis testing be repeated during the third trimester (28-
32 weeks gestational age) and at the time of delivery in people who are at high risk for syphilis or live 
in areas with high rates of syphilis. Given high rates statewide in New Mexico, this testing at the first 
prenatal visits, during the third trimester, and at the time of delivery is the best practice in all regions 
of the state based on these CDC guidelinesii; 

 
 WHEREAS, on September 29, 2021, NMDOH issued a Public Health Order recognizing 
congenital syphilis as a condition of public health importance and advised medical practitioners to perform 
enhanced syphilis testing on all pregnant people in the state at additional intervals of prenatal care;  
 

 
 






