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State Records and Archives
Attn: Pamela Lujan y Vigil
Rules Management Analyst
Administrative Law Division
Commission of Public Records
1205 Camino Carlos Rey
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Regarding Emergency Rule filing 7.8.4 NMAC, GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
BOARDING HOMES

Dear Ms. Lujan y Vigil,

The New Mexico Depariment of Health (Department) is filing an emergency rule under part
NMAC titled “General Requirements for Boarding Homes”. This emergency rule is necessary to
ensure the protection of individuals residing in boarding homes in the state of New Mexico.

The purpose of this emergency rule is to protect the immediate health and safety of individuals
who reside in boarding homes and who may be vulnerable to abuses and poor living conditions.
A boarding home is generally defined as any facility that provides 24-hour a day assistance with
instrumental activities of daily living or assistance with the coordination of community services,
for two (2) or more adults age 18 or older, not related to the owner, and that admits residents
discharged from any mental or behavioral health care institution. Without regulation the health,
safety and welfare of boarding home residents is in imminent peril.

Therefore, in accordance with the State Rules Act at NMSA 1978, Section 14-4-5.6, the
Department now enacts rule 7.X.X NMAC “General Requirements for Boarding Homes” via
emergency rulemaking. For the reasons stated, the Department finds that the time required to
complete the procedures of the State Rules Act would cause an imminent peril to the public
health, safety, and welfare. This emergency rule is temporary and will expire in 180 days
pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 14-4-5.6 unless a permanent rule is adopted under the normal
rulemaking process in that period.

The Department intends to hold a public hearing in February of 2020 and will provide notice of
such hearing pursuant to the State Rules Act.
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